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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD 

SUBJECT: ARAB BOYCOTT: RESTRICTIONS ON USE OF FORD TRUCKS 

REF: A) STATE 1 17222; B) DAMASCUS 2652; C) AMMAN 4111 

1 . FORD MIDDLE EAST OFFICER (WILLIAM BRODERICK) AT FORD 
HEADQUARTERS HAS PROVIDED DEPARTMENT WITH ADDITIONAL INFOR- 
MATION INDICATING THAT EUROPEAN TRUCKING COMPANIES USING 
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FORD TRUCKS IN TRANSCONTINENTAL SHIPMENTS DESTINED FOR 
SAUDI ARABIA CONTINUED TO ENCOUNTER RESTRICTIONS DURING 
MONTH OF MAY. ALTHOUGH A NUMBER OF FORD TRUCKS HAVE BEEN 
PERMITTED TO TRANSIT SYRIA ON BASIS OF EXCEPTIONS GRANTED- 
SOMETIMES AT REQUEST OF EUROPEAN EMBASSIES - FORD TRUCKS 
APPARENTLY FACE SERIOUS ROADBLOCKS AT VARIOUS POINTS IN 
TRANSIT INCLUDING GREEK FERRY EMBARKATION POINT. SOME 
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EUROPEAN TRUCKERS REPORTEDLY ARE NOW RELUCTANT TO ATTEMPT 
TO USE FORD TRUCKS ON THE RUN TO SAUDI ARABIA. (SIMILAR 
PROBLEM DOES NOT APPEAR TO ARISE WHEN SHIPMENTS ARE 
DESTINED FOR JORDAN OR SYRIA.) 

2. GROUP OF SWISS TRUCK OPERATORS (KNOWN BY ACRONYM CASPA) 
REPORTEDLY HAS ASKED SWISS GOVT TO INTERVENE WITH SYRIA ON 
THEIR BEHALF TO SEEK END TO RESTRICTION ON USE OF THEIR 
FORD TRUCKS. 

3. BRODERICK HAS ASKED DEPARTMENT TO OBTAIN REPORT FROM 
EMBASSY JIDDA AS TO ANY READING IT IS ABLE TO OBTAIN 
FROM SAUDI GOVT (OR OTHER SAUDI SOURCES) ON WHAT IS 
BASIS FOR CURRENT OBSTRUCTION OF USE OF FORD TRUCKS IN 
TRANSIT TO DELIVER GOODS TO SAUDI ARABIA. BRODERICK HAS 
GIVEN US FOLLOWING NAME OF SAUDI AGENT REPRESENTING ONE 
OR MORE OF EUROPEAN SHIPPING COMPANIES ADVERSELY AFFECTED 
BY SUCH RESTRICTIONS: MOHAMED MOUDAYFER (WITH OFFICES AT 
RIYADH AND EL HADETHA). ALSO ACTING AS JORDANIAN AGENT 

IS MOHAMED EL KHATIB (OFFICE AT IRBID). 

4. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING WHATEVER ADDI- 
TIONAL INFORMATION ACTION POSTS CAN DEVELOP ON CAUSE OF 
CURRENT PROBLEM (ESPECIALLY FROM SAUDI ARABIA) AND ON 
EXTENT TO WHICH RESTRICTIONS CONTINUE TO BE IMPOSED 
ALONG ROUTE TO SAUDI ARABIA. VANCE 
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